
JAZZ PHRASING & PITCH (according to the Glossary of jazz and popular music)

drop Jazz term referring to a note that slides chromatically downwards to an indefinite pitch

bend Jazz term referring either to establishing a pitch, sliding down half a step and returning to the original pitch or sliding 
up half a step from the original note

fall Jazz term describing a note of definite pitch sliding downwards to another note of definite pitch

portamento Sliding in pitch from one note to another.

shake A jazz term describing a trill between one note and its minor third; or, with brass instruments, between a note and its 
next overblown harmonic.

tremolo Shaking (i.e. a rapid repetition of the same note, or an alternation between two or more notes). It can also be intended 
(inaccurately) to refer to vibrato, which is a slight undulation in pitch.
It is notated by a strong diagonal bar across the note stem, or a detached bar for a set of notes (or stemless notes).

glissando is a glide from one pitch to another. It is an Italianized musical term derived from the French glisser, to glide. In some 
contexts it is distinguished from the continuous portamento


